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UM M EETIN G DISCUSSES W ORLD WAR II LEGACIES
MISSOULA American and Japanese scholars will gather at The University of Montana June 19-23
to discuss the meanings and legacies of World War II in Asia, also known as the Asia Pacific
War.
Participants in the "Japan America Dialogue on the Asia Pacific War" will include 10
Japanese, 10 Americans and one each from China, Korea and the Philippines. Among them
are historians, writers, educators, filmmakers and journalists.
The dialogue will feature three events that are open to the public. The first two are
films that will be shown in Gallagher Business Building Room 14. "Tora! Tora! Tora!" - a
U.S. film about the attack on Pearl Harbor - will be screened Monday, June 19, at 7 p.m.
"Black Rain," a Japanese film about Hiroshima, will be shown Thursday, June 22, at 7 p.m.
Discussions will follow both movies.
The third public event is a panel session titled "Students and the Asia Pacific War" on
Thursday at 2 p.m. in the Turner Hall Dell Brown Room. Panelists will explore how both
Japanese and American students learn about the war and its impact on history. Panel members
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will be two Missoula high school teachers, a Tokyo teacher, an American UM student and a
Japanese UM student.
This international dialogue was organized by UM ’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield
Center, which works to promote a clearer understanding of our interdependent world in which
three out of every five people are Asian.
Center Director Phil West said memories of the Asia Pacific War are highly contested,
not only between Americans and Japanese, but also within both American and Japanese
cultures.
"Although war itself quickly divides between two sides - friend and enemy - the
underlying issues and the memories that are created around them are often complex," West
said.
The dialogue will address such emotionally charged and complex issues as the war in
China before Pearl Harbor, the Massacre of Nanjing, the attack on Pearl Harbor, the battle of
Okinawa, the American firebombing of Japanese cities, the comfort women, the use of atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the role of the Japanese emperor, and Japan’s war
responsibility.
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